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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address « 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period W\]\ apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 May 2007 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1,3-16,18-29 and 31-45 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 7-9, 1 1-16, 18-29 and 31-45 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) lgl Claim(s) 1, 3-6 and 10 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) n The drawing{s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) Is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachnfient(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Infomial Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1,3-6 and 10 are under examination, having been elected without 
traverse in the response filed on 5/22/07. Claims 2, 17 and 30 have been cancelled. 
Claims 7 - 9, 1 1 - 16, 18 - 29 and 31 - 45 stand withdrawn from consideration. 

In view of the papers filed July 18, 2007, the inventorship in this nonprovisional 
application has been changed by the deletion of Mirsaid Bolorforosh, Sean C. Little, 
Vaughan R. Marian and Lars Becker.. 

The application will be fonwarded to the Office of Initial Patent Examination 
(01 PE) for issuance of a corrected filing receipt, and correction of Office records to 
reflect the inventorship as corrected. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because typographical error in Box 60 - 
WIRELESSLY -. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The 
figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If 
a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the 
replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered 
and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
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renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date 
of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or 
"New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the status of 
the patent case should be updated to reflect the issuance of US 6,837,853. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
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consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (jg) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1,3-6 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kitney et al (US5081993) in view of Osadchy et al (US6266551) or 
Smith (US6645149), all of record with the Ro-892 form dated 9-12-06. 

The fomier teaches in col. 14 the use of a sehal No. of an IVUS catheter to 
prevent re-use which would consititute a 'further use' in the sense of a security identifier. 
It would have been obvious in view of the latter that a further use might include an initial 
use on a further machine in the sense that Osadchy et al which also relates to 
ultrasound imaging per col. 10 lines 32 - 34 teaches that a calibration code and/or 
expiration code and/or time and duration of use like a serial no. may become a unique 
identifier for the ultrasound imaging (catheter) device that would provoke a security 
decision in the ultrasound imager's processor whether to permit a usage to occur. Note 
that an extension of a date or a re-calibration code as altered by access code by the 
manufacturer or representative would then become an identifier as well. 

Similarly it would have been obvious in view of Smith that a date of manufacture, 
which would reasonably incorporate into a serial no. and would be unique to the extent 
that a given catheter might have passed final calibration on a given day might also 
serve as an identifier which is used by the ultrasound system to decide upon usage 
access as a shelf-life issue. Or the stated age-height-weight once entered into the 
device memory would also become such an identifier uniquely used as a security check 
to enable/disable use with the imaging system when another patient is being studied. 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jaworski 
Francis J. at telephone number 571-272-4738. 
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